
Council 14 September, 2017

Tackling Hate Crime

Labour Group to move:

This Council: 

1 Notes:

a) that figures show a 20% rise in all forms of hate crime reported to the police in 
the first quarter of this year but that hate crime is also believed to be significantly 
under-reported;  

b) that under new guidance, the Crown Prosecution Service will treat online hate 
crimes as seriously as offences committed face to face;

c) the excellent work that SARI undertakes in schools in B&NES to raise 
awareness of these crimes; and

d) the work done by the B&NES Strategic Partnership Against Hate Crime.

2 Agrees that it has it has a role as a community leader to take a lead in challenging 
hate crime in whatever form it may take and that division and intolerance have no 
place in society.

3 Urges everybody, including elected members, to report hate crime to the police if 
they experience or witness it. 

4 Resolves to adopt the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance working 
definition of antisemitism as recommended by the Secretary of State for 
Communities and Local Government.  This definition states that Anti-Semitism is a 
certain perception of Jews, which may be expressed as hatred toward Jews. 
Rhetorical and physical manifestations of anti-Semitism are directed toward Jewish 
or non-Jewish individuals and/or their property, toward Jewish community institutions 
and religious facilities.  

5 Asks the Leader of Council to: 

a) Invite the Police and Crime Commissioner for Avon and Somerset to provide an 
update on the measures being taken to tackle hate crime, including overcoming 
possible barriers to reporting; and

b) Work with local organisations to raise awareness of hate crime and how to report 
it, noting that Oxford City Council have recently worked in partnership with the 
police and other organisations to implement a poster campaign encouraging 
people to report these crimes.


